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Course description In this course, you will explore how key actors at household, local, national and 

international levels negotiate and make choices on the access to food, why the 

choices you make have been predestined,  and what it takes to provide access to a 

safe and nutritious food supply every day. 

Domain Food and nutrition 

Keywords Food access Food policy Food security keyword 

Prerequisites Any prerequisites relevant for selection  

Level 3rd year bachelor, introductory master level 

Language English 

Number of credits and 

workload 

2 credits    hrs per week 56 hrs in total 

Semester period and 

Start date course 

Semester  2 Start date: start date. 

Preferably ca. 6 weeks before examination 

Application deadline 1-Apr-19 

Full course 

description 

Have you ever considered that you’re not the only one who decides what food ends 

up on your plate? In this environmental studies course, you’ll explore how key actors 

at household, local, national and international levels negotiate and make choices on 

access to food. You will understand why the choices you make have been predestined. 

And you will learn what it takes to provide access to a safe and nutritious food supply 

every day. 

In this course you will learn that food access: 

• And food manufacturing has changed during the past century 

• Depends on social and economic dynamics at the household level for 

everyone 

• Is shaped at a local level by the interactions between traders, retailers, 

producers and buyers in the markets 

• Is influenced on a national scale by politics and policies by negotiating and 

aligning goals, instruments, and modes of governance ¥ is impacted by 

debates and negotiations creating conditions in food trade by international 

organizations 

Week 1: Setting the scene 

Introduction to food access as one of the pillars of global food security 
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Week 2: Households accessing and allocating food 

Introduction to social and economic determinants shaping access to food between 

and within households 

Week 3: Traders arranging food access in local markets 

Introduction to distribution and trading food at the local level 

Week 4: National policy makers governing food access 

Introduction to food policy and how political choices at the national level affect access 

to food 

Week 5: Negotiators setting international trade rules for food access 

Introducing the role of international trade for food access and its economic, social and 

cultural implications 

Week 6: connecting the ingredients 

Integration of levels and actors 

Platform and link to 

course description  

edX https://www.edx.org/course/sustainable-food-security-

food-access-wageningenx-fssfax 

Course description in 

study guide 

https://ssc.wur.nl/Handbook/Course/CPT-57302 

Lecturer(s) Sietze Vellema, Maja Slingeland,  and six others 

Extra Course 

information 

Wageningen online courses are fully self-paced and no lecturer is involved. Students 

must be able to manage their study process independently. 

Picture of course 

 

Final examination 

date and time /period  

tbd tbd  July/Aug 2019 

Examination 

registration deadline  

or drop-out  deadline 

Examination registration to be announced  June/July 2019 

  

Drop- out deadline    

Not applicable 

 

Type of examination four written tests with multiple choice questions (4*15%);- individual paper and 

review of four papers of other students (15%);- written test with open questions 

(25%).All (6) components require a minimum of 6 to pass. 
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Midterm 

examination? 

☐  yes  ☒  no 

 

  

Previous exam papers 

available 

☐ yes  ☒  no 

Specific rules for 

examinations 

Give details  if particular rules apply like no use of calculator, watches etc 

Resit?  and date ☒  yes ☐ no  

 

      February 2020 

 

Grade release and 

transcript release 

31-Aug-19   

 

 

Avalaible Places 50  
 Interested  (Maximum) places per university (give details if applicable, 

otherwise each participating university gets an equal part of the 

available places) 

Adelaide ☐  yes  Click or tap here to enter number 

ANU ☐  yes Click or tap here to enter number 

EPFL ☐  yes Click or tap here to enter number 

HKUST ☐  yes Click or tap here to enter number 

Leiden ☐  yes Click or tap here to enter number 

Rice ☐  yes Click or tap here to enter number 

TU Delft ☐  yes Click or tap here to enter number 

UQ ☐  yes Click or tap here to enter number 

Wageningen ☐  yes Click or tap here to enter number 

 

 

 


