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FAO: “a specialized agency of the UNITED NATIONS that leads 
international efforts to defeat hunger”. 
 

It has a LAND & WATER division, in which SOILS are:  
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FAO and GSP: how are they connected? 

GLOBAL SOIL PARTNERSHIP (GSP) initiative  
was launched by FAO in December 2012:  
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(see: http://www.fao.org/3/a-mf277e.pdf) 



The terms of references (ToR) indicate:  

GOVERNANCE OF LIMITED SOIL RESSOURCES 
BUILD ON THE BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE 

CONTRIBUTE TO THE EXCHANGE OF KNOWLEDGE 

MANDATE 
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FAO and GSP: how are they connected? 



The terms of references (ToR) indicate:  

5 PILLARS: 
PILLAR 5 is  DEDICATED TO METHOD HARMONISATION   

PILLARS OF ACTION 
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FAO and GSP: how are they connected? 



The terms of references (ToR) indicate:  

FAO PROVIDES ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 
GSP HAS TO FIND EXTRA BUDGET FOR ITS ACTIVITIES 

FINANCE 
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FAO and GSP AND GLOSOLAN: 
 

 how are they connected? 

? 
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4 thematic areas of work: 

A collaborative team project... 



One GLOBAL leader/coordinator 

For each of the SOPs:  

Several REGIONAL NETWORK  leaders/coordinators + NATIONAL contributors  



One GLOBAL leader/coordinator 

For each of the SOPs:  

All contributors and leaders ARE VOLUNTEERS  

Several REGIONAL NETWORK  leaders/coordinators + NATIONAL contributors  



All networks were very recently created:  

May 2019 

Oct 2019 

Oct 2019 

Nov  2017 

Feb  2018 



Which SOPs are concerned?  

In 2018, GLOSOLAN agreed on a preliminary work plan on SOPs harmonization.  



How are draft of SOPs prepared and endorsed?  

Regional SOP leaders collect information on procedures  
existing in the different countries  
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draft of a ‘harmonized’ SOP 

When possible, harmonized SOPs draft are presented & discussed  
at RESOLANs’ meetings (from April to Oct) 

How are draft of SOPs prepared and endorsed?  

Regional SOP leaders collect information on procedures  
existing in the different countries  



Global + Regional SOP leaders work together (e.mails) to prepare a 
draft of a ‘harmonized’ SOP 

When possible, harmonized SOPs draft are presented & discussed  
at RESOLANs’ meetings (from April to Oct) 

The final draft SOP is presented, discussed and endorsed at the 
annual GLOSOLAN meetings (Nov., FAO Rome, Italy) 

How are draft of SOPs prepared and endorsed?  

Regional SOP leaders collect information on procedures  
existing in the different countries  



What does GLOSOLAN SOPs look like?  



What does GLOSOLAN SOPs look like?  



How are GLOSOLAN documents published?  

All contributors are cited or acknowledged: 

Is non-commercial: 

Has ISBN number: 



How are GLOSOLAN documents published?  

All contributors are cited or acknowledged: 



Question: how can Glosolan and 
SOPHIE collaborate? 

how can Glosolan and SOPHIE collaborate? 



Thanks for your attention 

Question: how can Glosolan and 
SOPHIE collaborate? 

how can Glosolan and SOPHIE collaborate? 



Which SOPs are concerned?  

During the  3rd GLOSOLAN meeting it was sugesgted to go faster and finish a first draft 
of Soil Particles Distribution in OCTOBER 2020 to be sure to keep the original deadline: 


