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Terms of Reference

The National Food Strategy will build on the work underway in the Agriculture Bill, the Environment 

Bill, the Fisheries Bill, the Industrial Strategy and the Childhood Obesity Plan. It is intended to be 

an overarching strategy for government, designed to ensure that our food system:

• delivers safe, healthy, affordable food; regardless of where people live or how much they ear

• is robust in the face of future shocks

• restores and enhances the natural environment for the next generation in this country

• is built upon a resilient, sustainable and humane agriculture sector

• is a thriving contributor to our urban and rural economies, delivering well paid jobs and 

supporting innovative producers and manufacturers across the country

• delivers all this in an efficient and cost effective way
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“Virtue is more to be feared than vice, because its excesses are 

not subject to the regulation of conscience.”

- Adam Smith
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“Both men are dead now, but their disciples have continued the hostilities. 

Indeed, the dispute between Wizards and Prophets has, if anything, become 

more vehement.

Wizards view the Prophets’ emphasis on cutting back as intellectually 

dishonest, indifferent to the poor, even racist (because most of the world’s 

hungry are non-Caucasian). Following Vogt, they say, is a path toward 

regression, narrowness, and global poverty.

Prophets sneer that the Wizards’ faith in human resourcefulness is unthinking, 

scientifically ignorant, even driven by greed (because remaining within 

ecological limits will cut into corporate profits). Following Borlaug, they say, at 

best postpones an inevitable day of reckoning—it is a recipe for what activists 

have come to describe as “ecocide.”

As the name-calling has escalated, conversations about the environment have 

increasingly become dialogues of the deaf.

Which might be all right, if we weren’t discussing the fate of our children.”
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Guiding Principles

• Collaborative and open

• Evidence-based

• System Approach

• Flexible
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Values matter
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Theory into Practice

1. Re-humanise the debate

2. Values matter: Not everything can be mathematically calculated

3. Citizens lead the change alongside government
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Thank You

NationalFoodStrategy.Org


