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▪ Social sciences’ group specialized 
on forests and nature 
conservation

▪ Diverse backgrounds but shared 
passion for nature/forests

▪ Scientific quality and societal / 
policy relevance

Who we are
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FNP-research

Research themes

▪ Forest and nature policy and governance (political sphere)

▪ Value chains and ecosystem services markets (market sphere)

▪ Nature-Society Interactions (society sphere)
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▪ Nature Politics: decision-making, power –
knowledge incl. role of science, winners & 
losers...

▪ Global-local nexus

▪ EU politics and its impact inside and outside 
Europe

▪ Public and private actors addressing forest 
and nature problems / issues

Forest and nature policy and governance
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▪ Forest landscape economics and value 
chain governance (timber and non-
timber)

▪ Community forestry

▪ Agriculture-forests nexus

Value chains and ecosystem services markets
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▪ Forest and conservation conflicts

▪ People and nature – perceptions, values & practices

▪ Biocultural diversity

▪ Human-wildlife interrelations

Nature society interactions
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PhDs FNP

▪ All over the 

world

▪ Contract, 

sandwich, 

external



▪ We are involved in:

● BBN: Bachelor Bos- en Natuurbeheer (forest and nature 

management)

● MFN: Master Forest and Nature Conservation

● SDD: Special Master ‘Sustainable Development Diplomacy’

▪ We supervise students

● 10-15 BSc-thesis

● 30-35 MSc-thesis

● 25-30 MSc-internships

▪ Coordinator thesis and internships, all questions, contact Jim van Laar 

(jim.vanlaar@wur.nl)

Education
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