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Climate	migration:	Class	Overview

• Climate	migration	to	Europe:	hype	or	reality?	
• Assignment

Please	do	ask	questions	during	the	lecture	J



Climate change	and migration



Sudden versus	slow-onset events
Bangladesh	– floods/storms Kenya	– drought



WBGU	2007



Various	estimates
• 200-250	million	by	2050	according	to	Myers
• 300	million	flooded	each	year	by	3-4	degree	
temp	incr.

• “Hundreds	of	millions”	according	to	Stern	
Report	“even	though	not	tested”

• 250	million	at	high	risk	in	Ganges	Brahmaputra
• Etc.



This is	too simplistic
• People	usually	remain	displaced	within	their	

home	country

• People	may	not	move	(choose	to	stay	or	no	
resources	to	move)

• Migration	is	multi-causal

• So	these	estimates	have	been	criticized	for	
being	mere	“guess	work”.	They	simplify	reality



Two	case-studies
Bangladesh	– floods/storms Kenya	– drought



Black	et	al,	2011,	Nature.





• Schermafbeelding	2016-10-30	om	11.29.49





Symbolia	and	Years	of	Living	Dangerously	2015
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But	this	is	an	oversimplified picture	
that	overemphasises the	role	of	

climate	change



A	more	nuanced picture	is	required	(I)

• Conflict	and	migration	are	multi-causal
• Relative	importance	of	climate	drivers	is	
unclear

• The	relationship	between	climate	change,	
migration	and	conflict	is	often	indirect and	
dependent	on	structural	factors



Studies	on	climate	change	and	conflict

“Some of these find a weak
relationship, some find no
relationship, and collectively the
research does not conclude that
there is a strong positive
relationship between warming and
armed conflict” (IPCC 2014: 772)



A	more	nuanced picture	is	required	(II)

• No	evidence	that	the	transnational flight	of	
Syrian or	African refugees or	migrants is	
primarily caused by	climate	change



New	Scientist,	31	July	2015
(Image:	Philippe	Huguen/AFP/Getty)



A	more	nuanced picture	is	required	(II)

• A	misrepresentation of	climate-related	
migration	and displacement

• Most	heavily affected do	not have	the means	
to move	far	away



This is	not to argue that climate change	
plays no	role

• Though – always in	interaction with other
factors	– thus essential to understand the
complete	picture

• And thus far	there is	no	evidence that climate
change	is	a	central factor	in	causing this mass
movement to Europe



Should	we	then	still	govern	“climate	
migration”?	



Loss	and	damage
• Paris	Agreement:	set	up	a	“task	force...to	develop	
recommendations	for	integrated	approaches	to	avert,	
minimize	and	address	displacement related	to	the	
adverse	impacts	of	climate	change”	(Paris	COP21	2015)

– More	info:	http://climatemigration.org.uk/tag/cop21/



Soft	law	(human	rights)	mechanisms

• Soft	(non-binding)	guidelines	for	states	–
politically	less	sensitive
– Nansen	Initiative	– guidelines	cross-border	
displacement	in	context	climate	change

– Peninsula	Principles	on	Climate	Displacement	within	
States



Peninsula	Principles	on	Climate	
Displacement	within	States

• Contains	guidelines	for	states	in	the	phases	of													
planning,	displacement,	post-displacement	and														
return,	and	implementation

• Contains	guidelines	such	as:
– Prioritise	adaptation	to	prevent	displacement
– No	relocation	without	consent
– Enjoyment	of	full	rights	in	new	places
– Develop	a	framework	for	return
– Respect	free	movement



Assignment
• Discuss	the	case	of	Bangladesh	(see	A4)	in	groups	of	
max	5,	on	the	basis	of	the	‘drivers	of	migration’	model.		

• “What	are	the	drivers	(and	intervening	factors)	in	this	
case	of	displacement	and	migration,	and	how	
important	is	the	role	of	the	environment?”

• Displacement	means	forced	migration,	often	short-
term	and	short	distance.	

• Migration can	be	more	long-term	or	seasonal,	and	has	
a	somewhat	more	voluntary	character	to	it.



Answer
• Initial	displacement:	
– Environmental	driver	(cyclone)	in	combination	socio-
economic	vulnerability	(poor	most	affected)

• Migration:	
– Environment	(affected	the	land/houses)
– This	environmental	driver	in	turn	also	influenced	the	
economic	driver	(decrease	of	agricultural	productivity)

– Economic	(in	need	of	other	employment	+	available	
work	in	the	city).	

– Facilitating	factor:	social	network	connections	in	the	
city.
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