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Challenge 1. Resource use & growth
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(UNEP, 2011)
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Challenge 2. Impact on ecosystems
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Challenge 3. Profit and consumption
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Challenge 4. Value(d)  

9



Environmental & social impact (externalities)?

Value of ecosystem services?

Fair price?

True cost?

Fair distribution?

Value by-products? 

What has value?

What gets valued?

What is counted? 

Who earns what and why?

How is it governed?



▪ Micro: Farm income – business model

▪ Meso: A circular food chain 

▪ Macro: The economy at large

▪ Dialogue: Where to go next? 

Economic Perspectives for a Circular Food 

System
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Economic Perspectives for Farm Income

▪ Reducing external inputs (lower costs)

▪ (New) products with added value (short supply chain, higher prices)

▪ Valuing services (e.g. combining ecosystem payments)

▪ Diversifying (e.g. tourism, advisory)

(Berkhout et al. 2019; Hoes, 2020)



MOMA

Melktap

ZLTO

https://vimeo.com/383793265


Economic Perspectives in the Chain

▪ Standards (e.g. Planet Proof, Origin Green)

● ±600 farmers (2 cents per kg)

▪ True Price

● External costs

▪ ‘Nose to tail’ and reducing waste

● Instock, Verspillingsfabriek



Economic Perspectives at large

▪ “To begin with we should stop directing our economic system to the 

search for maximum growth and to constant increase in the gross 

national product. A suggestion would be to replace the GNP by gross 

national utility. (It remains to be seen whether this utility can be 

quantified.” (Sicco Mansholt, 1972)

▪ “a  move  away  from  development  focused  on aggregate GDP  

growth” (Manifesto Planning for Post Corona, 2020)
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Economic Perspectives at large

▪ Monitor of Well-being (CBS)

● Here & now

● Future generations

● Elsewhere



Economic Perspectives at large

▪ Doughnut economics – Kate Raworth

▪ Common Good Economy

▪ Beyond GDP indicators

▪ Degrowth 

▪ NZ wellbeing budget 

▪ ...



Future of Capitalism lecture series

https://dezwijger.nl/programmareeks/future-of-capitalism





Thanks

evelien.deolde@wur.nl

How ‘circular’ are you?

Take the test and find out 

https://resource.wur.nl/en/show/How-

circular-are-you.htm
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