
Building a European Research Infrastructure for 
Food, Nutrition and Health Science (FNH-RI) 
Karin Zimmermann
Research Manager Wageningen University and Research

Based on EU H2020 projects EuroDISH and Richfields. Presentation 
does not signal any formal position of the European Union.



FNH-RI facilitate science base breakthroughs
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MISSION

• To develop a world-class research infrastructure 
(RI) that serves the pan-European research 
community to collate, connect and share 
innovative and existing research data on a 
common data-platform. 

• To transform research: trans-disciplinary (synergy 
at cutting-edges), multi-level (particles to 
planetary), and multi-stakeholder (including 
consumers)

VISION

• To enable top-level research, breakthroughs and 
innovations that promote personal, public and 
planetary health, in innovative and inclusive 
communities. 

• To underpin the design of the ‘plate of the future’: 
Consumer-centred, healthy, sustainable in a food 
systems context.



Sustainable food supply
• Food access and security
• Fair trade and animal well-fare
• Environmental sustainability

Dietary intake
• Actual intake and habitual patterns
• Innovative assessment, biomarkers
• Nutrients & bioactive compounds

Consumer behaviour
• Food choice
• Eating behaviour
• Sensory sciences

Personal and public health
• Mechanisms of nutrition & disease
• Dietary guidelines & public health
• Effectiveness of interventions

Social, environmental and economic
sustainable food system

Food    system

Individual citizens 

21st century diet

Brown, K. et al, 2016 Concepts and procedures for mapping food and 
health research infrastructure: New insights from the EuroDISH project

FNH: Four domains, two axes, one objective



FNH-RI Architecture applies the FAIR concept
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FNH-RI services to
• Scientists (research)
• Public & private stakeholders
• Consumers / citizens

- DATA (upload & use of metadata, data-sharing, interfaces)
- FACT (access to research facilities, tools & models).
- TED: Training & Education, Dissemination & Co-creation

FNH-RI services to
• Scientists (research)
• Public & private stakeholders
• Consumers / citizens

Food, Nutrition & Health Linked Data Platform



Citizen Data Platform
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 2019 Micro panel of  11.303 respondents

 2020 - A FAIR Citizens Data Platform to share with the FNH-RI 
their food, nutrition and health data

 2022 - A micro-panel of 20,000 consumers in 8 EU member 
states 

 2027 – A panel of  100,000 EU-wide that data collected via 
the apps and loyalty cards



FNH-RI Community- Europe and Global
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Task Force FNH Community, State of the art, September 2019
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