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Introduction 
 
Qualitative data analysis (QDA) is a generic term for methods and techniques that are used for 
drawing conclusions from qualitative data, such as written text, (transcriptions of) open interviews, 
and visual material. 
 

 
 
Aims and working method 
 
The course focuses on Grounded Theory as a dominant approach to QDA, but other approaches 
(particularly discourse analysis and semiotics) will also be discussed.  
 
There are four sessions of workshops with mini-lectures and practical, participatory training 
exercises. Scroll down for a detailed breakdown of the course sessions. Participants will be informed 
well in advance on how to prepare for the sessions. 
 
Target group 
 
This course is best suited for PhD candidates that have already collected or are about to collect data 
for their PhD project, and that are not familiar with the methodology and method of coding and 
analyzing qualitative data and reporting the results of QDA. 
 

 
 
Learning objectives 
After this course you will be able to: 
- understand the methodology of QDA 
- understand differences and similarities between different approaches to QDA 
- code your qualitative material, using CAQDAS software (i.e., Atlas.ti); 
- understand how to analyze your coded material; 
- make informed decisions about how to report a QDA-based study; 
- and all of the above with regard to your own research and data. 
 

 
 
Session descriptions 
 
Session 1: 
Background and stages of QDA 
"Qualitative analysis" comprises two subsequent stages of analysis that are considered distinct in 
other types of research: (1) coding, i.e., transforming unstructured evidence about a "case" into data 
that is comparable between cases; and (2) analysis (proper), i.e., drawing conclusions about 
similarities and differences between cases. 
 
  



Session 2: 
Coding and analyzing qualitative data 
We will discuss how to approach coding and analyzing qualitative data. You will furthermore do 
concrete exercises with coding with Atlas.ti, preferably with your own qualitative data.  
 
Session 3: 
Examples of qualitative analysis 
You will present a short critical evaluation of a published qualitative analysis in your discipline. We discuss your 
evaluation and draw conclusions about (a) how to find an approach to qualitative analysis that is consistent 
with the nature of the data and the aims of the research, and (b) quality criteria such as validity, reliability and 
accuracy of coding and analysis. 
 

Session 4: 
Writing about your own qualitative analysis 
In this session we will evaluate your own report about the analysis that you have started to conduct in session 
2. This report will be written as the 'methods' and 'results' sections of a research paper. We will discuss your 
report and identify issues for further discussion. 

Course fees 
For PhDs of WASS and WIMEK/SENSE there is a fee of 215 euros. For all other participants and for staff 
members (fellows/post docs), there is a fee of 430 euros for the whole course. 

Cancellations 
Cancellations may be made free of charge until 1 month before the start of the course. Cancellation 
fee of 100 % applies if participants cancel the course less than 1 month prior to the course. The 
organisers have a right to cancel the course not later than 1 month before the course starts. The 
participants will be notified of any changes at their e-mail addresses. 
 
Further information 
For course-related questions, please contact the course instructor, dr. Fadi Hirzalla. He can be 
reached through hirzalla@egs3h.eur.nl  
 
For details about the logistics, accommodation, registration, fees, study materials, etc. please 
contact 
Marcella Haan 
Tel +31 317 484126 
Marcella.haan@wur.nl  
Contact addresses:  
Wageningen School of Social Sciences 
Wageningen University 
Hollandseweg 1 
6706 KN  WAGENINGEN 
The Netherlands 
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