
Site Qualifiers and code names 

Qualifier name  Code Description 

Geomorphological element 1  

Cliff 1.1 Vertical or near vertical area of rock 

Rock outcrop 1.2 Isolated elements of rock emergent from surrounding vegetation 

Scree 1.3 More or less unstable loose or shattered rock on slopes 

Moraine 1.4 Glacial  deposits of boulders, rocks and tile 

Esker 1.5 Long winded ridges of glacial origin 

Drumlin 1.6 Rounded or elliptical moraines 

Roche mouton 1.7 Ice eroded rounded rock outcrops 

Kame terrace 1.8 Isolated or clustered mounds, derived from glacial outwash 

Solifluction terrace 1.9 Terraces formed by trees/thaw 

Splintered and shattered rock field 1.10 Invariably on mountain summits or in the arctic 

Fjell field 1.11 Characteristic of high mountains in Scandinavia 

Frost sorted stones/rocks 1.12 Evidence of frost sorting but not in patterns 

Stones/rocks sorted into polygons or 
stripe 

1.13 Distinct patterns of sorted rocks 

Rock pavement 1.14 Rock pavements with over 30% vegetation cover 

Bare rock pavement 1.15 Usually of limestone but occasionally other rocks under 30% of 
vegetation cover 

Raised beach 1.16 Evidence of former beach line above high water mark 

Peat hag 1.17 Includes any bare or eroding peat which is not vegetated and 
should be qualified by a percentage cover code 

Soil erosion 1.18 Includes both human and natural erosion 

Avalanche track 1.19 Self-explaining 

Snow patch 1.20 Snow field 

Glacier 1.21 Ice with some rock debris 

Rock glacier 1.22 Glaciers covered by rock debris 

Recent volcanic 1.23 Evidence of recent volcanic activity with ash and lava 

Inactive volcanic 1.24 Old craters or calderas 

Dune 1.25  

Canyon/gorge 1.26 Narrow rock valley 

Wadi (“arroyo”) 1.27 Intermittent 1-2m 

Earth Pillar 1.28 Caused by erosion of soft material 

Inland water 2  

Evidence of previous water cover 2.1 Evidence from flotsam and jetsam plus bare ground 

Temporary running water 2.2 Evidence of previous running water 

Films of water 2.3 Water running on the surface – usually over rocks 

Spring 2.4 Point feature of emergent water 

Flush 2.5 Lines of water flow not forming streams – wetland vegetation 



indicators present 

Water course, running, non-tidal fast 2.6 River with water running over 10 m/s 

Water course, running non-tidal slow 2.7 River with water running under 10 m/s 

Water course, standing water 2.8 Linear feature with standing water 

Canal 2.9 Waterways constructed for boat traffic 

Irrigation canal 2.10 Constructed watercourse for irrigation 

Canalised river 2.11 Rivers which have been modified (e.g. sections straightened, 
banks smoothed), but still follow the same direction as the 
natural watercourse 

Tidal river 2.12 River influenced by tidal movement 

Dry river bed 2.13 Temporary river bed usually with bare ground and signs of water 
flow 

Dry ditch 2.14 Ditch more than 0.5 m deep with no water 

Free standing water 2.15 Temporary standing water. Only record if evidence available. 

Lake - natural 2.16 Inland water body over 400 m2. 

Lake - artificial 2.17 Usually distinguished by the presence of a dam or embankment 

Lake - temporary 2.18 Turlough 

Pond - natural 2.19 Below 400 m2 record as point 

Pond - artificial 2.20 Below 400 m2 record as point 

Pond - temporary 2.21  

Bog pools 2.22  

Bog pools - temporary 2.23  

Salt marsh pools 2.24  

Discontinuous streams 2.25  

Discontinuous streams - temporary 2.26  

Historical/archaeological 
element 

3  

Barrow/burial mound 3.1 Burial mounds from prehistoric times 

Ruin 3.2 Ruined buildings of archaeological interest 

Marl pit 3.3 Pits for extraction of marl which is formed by a deposit of 
calcareous algae often filled with water 

Cairn/Dolmen 3.4 Structures of rock from prehistoric times 

Bank and ditch 3.5 Medieval structures around woods or boundaries 

Hut circle 3.6 Remaining walls of prehistoric sites 

Stone heap 3.7 Heaps of stone in fields from former agriculture 

Castle/fortress 3.8 Self-explaining 

Archaeological wall 3.9 Walls of archaeological interest 

Ridge and furrow 3.10 Lines of old tilled land in W. Scotland 

Aquaduct 3.11 Old (usually Roman) facility for transport of water made of 
stone 

Sea/Marine element 4  



Submerged angiosperms 4.1 Cover of species such as Posidonia 

Shipwreck 4.2 Self-explaining 

Mussel bank 4.3 Habitat of mussel population 

Sea weed bed 4.4 Cover of red, green and brown algae 

Rock pool 4.5 Depression in rocks with remaining sea water in low tidal 
situations 

Wave cut platform 4.6 Relatively level areas formed from wave action 

Cultivated mussels/oysters 4.7 Lines of mussels/oysters in sea/tidal 

Fish farm 4.8 Fish farm in sea/tidal 

Tidal element 4.9 Vegetation or TER codes covered by tidal movement 

Coastal elements 5  

Yellow dune/white dunes 5.1 Young dune, highly mobile sand 

Grey dune 5.2 Mature dune, podzolised, with acidic indicators 

Dune slack 5.3 Wetlands in or behind the dunes 

Salt marsh 5.4 Coastal wetland with saline soils 

Strand line 5.5 Vegetation zone between dune or cliff and the sea 

Maritime exposure 5.6 Vegetation affected by coastal winds but no halophytes 

Bogs/mires/wetlands 6  

Palsa mire 6.1 Mires with frozen elements and pools 

Aapa mire 6.2 Mires with frozen elements 

Raised bog 6.3 Bogs with characteristic structure 

Blanket bog 6.4 Bogs covering often a high proportion of the land surface, rain 
fed 

Valley mire 6.5 Mires formed by high valley water levels 

Poor fen 6.6 Nutrient poor wet organic soils, many sedges 

Transition mire 6.7 Mires characteristic of continental regions 

Fen 6.8 Nutrient rich, wet, organic soils, mixed vegetation 

Reed beds 6.9 Element dominated by tall helophyte graminoids usually on the 
borders of lakes and rivers or because of high ground water 
levels 

Wet heath 6.10 Acid soils, usually with dwarf shrubs/sedges 

Snow patch vegetation 6.11 Vegetation often with DCH prominent but evidence of limits to 
snow line 

Element with woodland or sparse 
trees 

7  

Taiga 7.1 Open acid woodlands of Boreal/Nemoral regions 

Riparian 7.2 Riverside woodlands 

Gallery 7.3 Narrow forest strip beside a watercourse 

Swamp woodland 7.4 Forest over helophyte vegetation 

Bog woodland 7.5 Forest growing over acid bogs 

Additional habitat complexes 8  



Terrace 8.1 Excavated level areas of land with retaining walls 

Group of non-mappable terraces 8.2 Parcels with terraces that are less than 5m apart that cannot be 
mapped individually 

 

Site Qualifier codes for linear elements  

Qualifier name Code Description for use of this qualifier 

Related to water(ways) 9  

Watercourse 9.1 Only use if not covered by global codes 

Gully 9.2 Erosion feature covered by water 

Levee 9.3 Natural raised river bank 

Dyke 9.4 Artificial raised river bank 

Paths and tracks 10  

Bicycle path 10.1 Evidence of use by bicycles only - not recorded along roads 

Walking footpath 10.2 Evidence of use by people 

Horse (Bridle way) 10.3 Evidence of use by horses 

Tarmac 10.4 Metalled/tarmac surfaces 

Constructed track 10.5 Track without tarmac but hardcore material brought in 

Unconstructed track 10.6 Track with no external material brought in from outside 

Tractor track 10.7 Tractor tyre ruts only 

Excavated track - road vegetated 10.8 Track with excavated margins covered with vegetation 

Excavated track - road sparsely 
vegetated 

10.9 Track with excavated margins - vegetation cover less than 30% 

Road and track - Sunken road 10.10 Traditional road excavated below general ground level 

Road and track - Green lane 10.11 Sunken lane covered with vegetation 

Walls 11  

Wall - Dry stone 11.1 Wall constructed with no additional material other than rock 

Wall - Mortared 11.2 Walls held together with mortar 

Retaining wall - Earth 11.3 Usually a terrace wall 

Retaining wall - Rock 11.4 Usually a roadside, terrace wall or dam with over 30% rock 

Wall with gaps 11.5 Walls with over 30% gaps 

Fences 12  

Fence - Wood only 12.1 Fence of wood only 

Fence - Iron only 12.2 Fence of iron posts/rails 

Fence - Wire on posts 12.3 Fence with wire attached to wood posts 

Fence - Wire with gaps 12.4 Fence with over 30% gaps 

Fence - Wire on metal posts 12.5 Fence with wire attached to metal posts 

Hedges 13  

Hedge - Trimmed hedge 13.1 Line of scrub below 5m with signs of regular management 

Hedge - Austrian hedge 13.2 Hedge of trees with understory 



Hedge - Stock proof 13.3 Hedge able to retain stock 

Hedge - Not stock proof 13.4 Hedge with over 30% gaps 

Hedge - Recently planted 13.5 Hedge planted in the last five years 

Hedge - Uncut 13.6 No evidence of cutting in the last five years 

Hedge - Derelict 13.7 No evidence of cutting and trees in poor condition 

Hedge - Relict 13.8 Only isolated shrubs/trees remaining 

Hedge - Laying 13.9 Traditional management by laying of single stems 

Hedge - Coppiced 13.10 Cut at the base in the last five years 

Hedge - Flailed 13.11 Cut with mechanical flail - much debris at base 

 

 

  


