
PEN-50803 Insect Conservation 
Facultative course for BSc and MSc students in Biology, Forest & Nature Conservation and 
Plant Sciences 
 
Insects are still poorly represented in conservation 
biology and policy, considering their enormous share in 
biodiversity. The growing attention for insect 
conservation is essential for maintaining biodiversity as 
well as vital ecosystem services, such as pollination. This 
course will highlight current issues in the conservation of 
threatened insects in Europe. Various experts working in 
this field will contribute to the lecture series. Butterflies 
will receive a special focus, as both research and 
conservation in practice are swiftly developing for this species group. 
 
Main lecturer: Prof. Dr. Ir. Michiel Wallis de Vries – special professor 
Guest lecturers from:  

 Dr. I. Wynhoff, Dr. R. van Grunsven & A. Stip MSc, De Vlinderstichting / Dutch Butterfly 
Conservation (Wageningen) 

 
Language: English and/or Dutch 
 
Programme: 

Date Theme Room 

8-jan Introduction: conservation biology and insects C97 (Atlas) 

10-jan Diversity in life cycles and environments -bees & dragonflies C97 (Atlas) 

15-jan Insects in space & time: population ecology & adaptation C97 (Atlas) 

17-jan Impacts of changing climate and land use C97 (Atlas) 

22-jan Biodiversity conservation and management C97 (Atlas) 

24-jan Butterfly-ant-plant interactions: Maculinea conservation C97 (Atlas) 

29-jan Monitoring methods and applications C97 (Atlas) 

31-jan Policy in a European perspective and future challenges C97 (Atlas) 

 
All lectures are at 10.30 -12.15 h. 
 

Learning outcomes: At the end of the course the student is expected to have gained insight 
into: 1) insect ecology in relation to environmental change, 

2) principles of habitat quality and management for insects 
3) methodology and applications of butterfly monitoring 
4) national and European policy regarding threatened insects 

 
Activities:  
(1) Attend and participate in lecture series,  
(2) Write an essay on a topic of choice in the field of insect ecology and conservation  
 
Examination: Essay 
 
Literature: Handouts of the lectures will be provided as pdf on the course site. Additional literature 
(recommended): Stewart, A.J.A., New, T.R. & Lewis, O.T. (eds) (2007) Insect conservation biology. CABI, 
Wallingford. 


