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Publishing 
and Copyright 

Copyright
As soon as you start writing a paper, you have to do with 
copyright issues. Copyright is the exclusive right of the 
maker of a work to publish it or to duplicate it, also called 
exploitation right. In the Netherlands, copyright also involves 
personality or moral rights.

Transfer of copyright versus Licence to 
Publish
Initially you and your co-workers own the copyright of the 
paper, but in most cases the exploitation right is passed on 
to the publisher by signing a Copyright Transfer Agreement.

Instead of transferring rights you can grant a publisher a 
licence to publish or duplicate your paper. In this case you 
retain the copyright of the paper. A Licence to Publish can be 
downloaded from the website ‘Copyright Toolbox’.

Another way to keep the copyright of your paper is to publish in 
an Open Access (OA) journal. OA journals work with a Creative 
Commons Attribution License (CC-BY) which allows anyone to 
download, reuse, reprint, modify, distribute, and/or copy your 
paper, so long as the original authors and source are cited. No 
permission is required from the authors or the publishers.

Why worry about copyright?
Transferring the copyright to a publisher might lead to a 
restric-tion in reusing your own paper for other purposes. You 
can think of:
- Publishing the paper on your personal website or that of 

your research group

- Publishing the paper via the institutional repository
- Using the paper in teaching materials

Open Access policy
Wageningen UR supports OA by stimulating authors to 
deposit the fi nal author version (postprint) of their publica-
tions in the institutional repository WaY (Wageningen Yield). 
To fi nd out if a publisher allows self-archiving you can check 
the copy of the agreement you signed when you published 
your paper, or you can consult the SHERPA/RoMEO website 
(www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/). If self-archiving is allowed, a 
postprint of your paper can be sent to way.library@wur.nl.
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More information
Website “Copyright in Higher Education” (SURF Foundation) 
http://www.surffoundation.nl/Auteursrechten/ 
Copyright Toolbox (JISC/SURF Foundation) 
http://copyrighttoolbox.surf.nl/copyrighttoolbox/

Contact persons:
Aquila Weijers, tel. +31 (0)317 4 84541 or email aquila.weijers@wur.nl
Marianne Renkema, tel. +31 (0)317 4 82158 or email marianne.
renkema@wur.nl
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