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This fall, I have had the opportunity 
to intern with the Ministry of 
Infrastructure and the Environment 
in The Hague. As I have now finished 
my internship, I have so much to 
reflect on. The internship offered me 
an extremely educational 
opportunity. Besides, it’s was a great 
occasion to learn about spatial 
planning in practice and thus to 
broaden my academic horizon, while 
simultaneously doing activities which 
have provided me countless 
opportunities to gain and improve 

personal and professional skills. 
 
 
 
Spatial planning practices 
During my years of education, I have learned a lot about spatial planning practices and we have been 
discussing about certain topics, like participatory planning, over and over again. Next to this, certain 
courses were included in the curriculum to acquaint students with ‘real life’ spatial planning 
practices. Yet, already at the beginning of my internship, I notices that the projects, activities and the 
general way of working were completely different than one might expect. The ministry of 
infrastructure and the environment was a very influential department in the past (think for example 
about the blueprint plans for housing projects in the Netherlands or large infrastructural project). 
Therefore, I did not expect a very participative planning style. Though, actually in most of the 
projects, the core exercise was to involve all relevant stakeholders and to mediate between various, 
sometimes opposing, opinions. One of the main activities was thus to attend meetings, conferences 
and consultation sessions. And indeed, not surprisingly, the importance of a good cup of coffee was 
not underestimated during those sessions.  
 

 
 
 

Figure 1: The ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment 

Figure 2: debate in the houses of parliament Figure 3: stakeholder meeting 



 
Another interesting thing about the internship was that it enabled me to explore new fields with 
which I was not fully familiar. For example about the relations between various levels of government 
and about the influence of the Parliament. It was very educational to attend debates in the houses of 
parliament, because you could identify various  
 
opinions about spatial planning issues in the Netherlands. One political party was for example 
arguing for a more central steering role in order to deal with the consequences of population decline 
in certain areas in the Netherlands. This made me, more than even before,  think about my own role 
as a spatial planner and about what I would do in such as situation. 
 
 
 
The learning curve 
 
Next to the abovementioned academic learning aspects, 
the internship was also an opportunity to experience a 
working environment. I was challenged to apply and share 
my knowledge and skills in settings and situation with 
which I was not familiar. And in some ways it was quit hard 
to get confident and familiar with the environment and the 
topics you have to work on. Yet, after I have had worked on 
certain projects for a while, it became easier to understand 
it and develop your own view on what would be a suitable 
approach to certain issues. Because of the multiple 
meetings with a lot of different stakeholders and by 
participating in those meeting, I have learned a lot about 
communication. All together it was very interesting to 
experience a working environment and to explore common 
working practice at the ministry. It was also quit funny to 
be a civil servant for half year, although it was quit 
challenging to get used to the civilian life. 
 
 
Biggest takeaways 
   
I will take away many invaluable lessons from this internship. One of the biggest things I am going to 
remember from this experience is that you really have to experience the work at the ministry in 
order to understand the influence it has on spatial planning issues in the Netherlands. I found it very 
inspiring to explore a working environment, especially if you compare it to the projects you do at the 
university. It’s was a great occasion to learn about spatial planning in practice and to see how, for 
example, participative planning looks in practice. One of the most interesting thing though was that I 
had the opportunity to explore new fields with which I was not fully familiar.  
 

Figure 4: View over The Hague 


