CONNECT4ACTION - Strategies for improving communication between social and consumer scientists, food technology developers and consumers 
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CONNECT4ACTION consortium – 1st annual meeting in Wageningen, The Netherlands 
(3-4 December 2012)

The 3-year project CONNECT4ACTION kicked off in December 2011, aiming to improve the communication between social and consumer scientists, food technology developers and consumers in order to support the success of novel food products and their commercialisation in Europe. In December 2012, the consortium partners gathered in Wageningen for the project’s first annual meeting and discussed research updates and the work plan for 2013. 
About CONNECT4ACTION

Many new food and drink products, particularly those developed using novel food technologies, are not successfully commercialised and fail early in their launch phase. By connecting key players in the food technology development process within CONNECT4ACTION, making them interact at all stages of the project, and enabling them with communication tools, CONNECT4ACTION’s objective is to improve multidisciplinary dialogue and to increase consumer acceptance of new food products. 
Dialogue between key players with different expertise will help to improve the successful commercialisation of novel food products in Europe. Concerns can be identified and analysed at an early stage, which will make it easier to find adequate solutions.
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Food technology developers do not always understand the priorities and preferences of consumers. Improved communication is necessary to meet consumers’ expectations.

Online CONNECT4ACTION COMMUNITY

As a first step in the project, key stakeholders have been invited to become part of the online CONNECT4ACTION community. Both social and consumer scientists, as well as food technology developers and consumers, are stimulated to engage in the CONNECT4ACTION LinkedIn group or Stakeholder platform. Online engagement provides many benefits including the access to a network of key players, the opportunity to provide input during various stages of the project, as well as early access to project outcomes, communication tools and training. 

Feel free to visit the project website www.connect4action.eu or join the CONNECT4ACTION group on LinkedIn!  
