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Survival Guide to Peer Review: Course description 

Peer reviewers are still the stalwarts for quality and honesty in scientific publications despite great debate 
about the validity of peer review and experiments with new formats, such as open and post-publication 
peer review.  To early-career scientists, the respective responsibilities and powers of peer reviewers and 
editors are not always clear.  Peer reviews may appear unhelpful at best and discouraging at worst, 
seemingly demanding an unfeasible expansion of a study’s scope or a drastic change of a manuscript’s 
message.  In this workshop, we will develop strategies for responding constructively to reviewer 
comments and then prepare an actual reply letter.  You will read and discuss reviewer comments and 
successful as well as unsuccessful replies to real manuscripts, and you will have the opportunity to get 
feedback and input on reviewer comments to your own scientific manuscript. 

Scientist Instructor 
This course is taught by an active scientist who has published in high-impact journals and reviewed for 
more than 20 different scientific journals in life and natural sciences, engineering, and computer sciences, 
including high-impact cross-disciplinary journals (Science, Nature).  Dr. Ulrike Müller is an associate editor 
of the Proceedings of the Royal Society B (85% rejection rate).  She has worked as an international 
scientist at eight universities in four countries in Europe, America, and Asia.  She is currently a professor 
at California State University Fresno. 

Workshop format 
The course will be structured like a workshop with short lectures on the role, process, and practices of 
peer review punctuating group and individual tasks (such as preparing a reply to reviewer comments), and 
discussions of best practices, current trends, misconceptions and common fallacies when preparing a 
response.  We will develop strategies to prepare a strong and constructive reply to reviewer comments.  
Be prepared to talk about your research with other workshop participants. 

Learning outcomes 
By the end of this workshop, you should be able to 

• differentiate between fundamental criticisms that recognize true shortcomings in your science 
and comments that indicate fundamental misunderstandings of your manuscript by the reviewer 

• formulate succinct, strong, and constructive responses to reviewer comments 
• anticipate reviewer concerns before you submit your manuscript for peer review 
• restructure & formulate sentences to increase their clarity and strengthen their message 
• effectively use and provide peer feedback to quickly prepare strong responses to reviewers 

Workshop materials 
All necessary reading material will be provided as part of the workshop, unless announced otherwise.  
You need to bring a laptop, notepad and pen.  You are strongly encouraged to bring peer reviews that 
you have received for your manuscript(s), so you can receive targeted advice on how to address difficult 
suggestions. 

General information 
Target Group The workshop is aimed at graduate research students and post-docs who are 

planning or have submitted a manuscript to a peer-reviewed journal.  This 
workshop is most useful to researchers who are beginning to publish peer-
reviewed research. The course is useful for scientists across all disciplines. 

Group Size 15-20 participants 
Course duration 1 full day (9 am to 5 pm) 
Language English (German possible if desired) 
Name lecturer Professor Ulrike Müller, California State University Fresno 
Venue All participants receive a message about the course location a few weeks 

before the start date of the course 
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