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Mankind is currently facing unprecedented challenges
regarding food security, water resources, climate change and
biodiversity. The participants of the 2015 edition of the
Wageningen Soil Conference agreed that soils play a key role in
confronting these challenges. In their resolution, they
emphasized the important role of soil organic carbon for
several soil functions, and that a professional communication
strategy is needed to ensure that society benefits from soil-

based solutions.

In 2017, Wageningen University & Research would like to invite
you to the third edition of the Wageningen Soil Conference, to
continue work on identifying actions for soil-based solutions
that help achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals, to
initiate programs that aim at a lasting increase in soil organic
carbon, and to develop narratives on soil-based solutions that

are convincing to policy makers and other stakeholders.
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Climate change. Food security. Water resources. Biodiversity. Land Functions.

Soil scientists have kept a remarkably low profile in the discussions on these topics
that take place in international, multidisciplinary think tanks. In this conference we
will develop narratives about soil-based solutions that are needed to participate
meaningfully in these discussions. We want to develop these narratives in an
interactive way, by top key-note speeches, challenging debates, inspiring workshops

and master classes as well as oral and poster presentations by participants.

The Wageningen Soil Meetings aim to provide a platform for:
e Sharing knowledge of soils across the world and across science
* Engaging in interdisciplinary exchanges of ideas, thoughts, and opinions
* Thinking out of the box and being innovative and creative
* Developing narratives on soil-based solutions for global problems that are convincing policy makers and other stakeholders

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM
With this conference we want to emphasize the importance of soil science for combating and mitigating the
challenges of our time: food security, water resources, climate change, land functions, ensuring biodiversity and how

to govern these issues and create policy for taking effective measures.

This will be the third edition of the Wageningen Soil Conference series. We have chosen a thematic approach
instead of the disciplinary organisation of most conferences.

At the Wageningen Soil Meeting each conference day
will be divided into two thematic parts. Each part will
cover one of the global issues that will be addressed
during the conference. The session will start with two
key-note speeches followed by a lively debate between
the two keynote speakers. Extended abstracts of both
keynote speeches will be available for all prior to the
conference through the conference website and in the
conference program book.

The second part of each session will be organised in
parallel sessions. Participants can attend one of the oral
presentation sessions. In the program ample time will be
allocated for poster contributions, discussion and meeting

your peers.
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Sunday (August 27th) Arrival/registration, ice-breaker

Monday Full-day papers
Tuesday Field trip, conference dinner
Wednesday Full-day papers, free evening

Thursday (August 31st)  Full-day papers, closing drinks

Friday (September, 1st)  Networking day/side events

SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS
AND PROCEEDINGS PUBLICATION

The proceedings of the conference will consist of a digital abstract book.

REGISTRATION COSTS AND PROVISION

The full registration costs for the conference will be 450 euro, this
includes a delegate pack containing a conference bag with programme
book, lunches and refreshments during the meeting.

For students a reduced fee of 200 euro is available.

Submitting an abstract is possible for a fee of 25 euro.

Deadline for abstracts: 23 March 2017 Wageningen City of Life Sciences

Replies to authors: 8 May 2017
Housing possibilities will be offered
The website for abstract submission will be in the next circular.

available soon.

Web: www.wur.eu/wageningensoilconference
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