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Summary

The Eilandspolder-Oost has been selected and will be designated as a Natura2000 site following 
the Birds and Habitats directives and the Dutch Natura protection law (Natuurbeschermingswet). 
A compulsory management plan is prepared.
The responsible authorities for the Natura2000 network in the Netherlands (Ministry for 
Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality) and for the management plan (provincial government) wish 
the management plan to be based on strong social acceptance.
The local non governmental organization Stichting Open Polders likes to contribute in a construc-
tive way to the discussions on the new management plan. For that reason the board of this founda-
tion has asked the Wetenschapswinkel of Wageningen UR to make a report on the most important 
ecological issues to be presented in the management plan regarding the ecological goals of the 
site. The research institute Alterra carries out this work in commission of the Wetenschapswinkel.

The main objective of the research project is to present ecological information, knowledge and 
experience regarding the species and habitat types which have to be protected and managed in 
the Eilandspolder-Oost. The report presents information and knowledge that is necessary for a 
proper land development of the polder and a proper management of the protected species and 
habitat types (two fish species, one mammal species, eight bird species and two habitat types) 
focusing on their favourable conservation status. The report, however, does not aim to present 
an alternative management plan or to evaluate the management plan that is prepared.

The report describes in chapter three the protected species and habitats as have been mentioned 
in the designation order and presents some additional information that can be used to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the management measures and other measures in the future.

In chapter four ecological information on the favourable conservation status of the species and 
the habitat types is presented (e.g. distribution and numbers at the national and local level, as far 
as possible) and on important factors (in general or present in the area) influencing the ecological 
goals (in a positive or negative way) which have to be managed by the site managers to reach 
the favourable conservation status.

The necessary management measures and other measures are described in chapter five and 
integrated in a more thematic way in the chapter six. The main groups of measures are as follows.

Water
Regarding the water management in the polder it is important to diminish the withdrawal of water 
to neighbouring polders and to decrease the supply of water not having the local characteristics, 
to improve the water quality (less mineral rich water) to stop local pollution and the decrease of 
the water level and to restore a more natural water management (fluctuations of the level about 
20 cm), to use local brackish spots and to stimulate the creation of all characteristic vegetation 
types of more marshy areas in the polder focusing on the increase of the area of the protected 
habitat types which are important as foraging places and (dispersal) corridors for the protected 
Root vole.

Besides, the whole network of waterways should be managed regarding the protected fish species 
as one system (connect small shallow ditches with the deeper waterways; mud dredging should 
be spread out in space and time creating also foraging places for e.g. the Spoonbill).

Nitrogen
Input of nitrogen by fertilization and deposition should be managed at the local and regional 
level, and fertilization of parcels with the protected habitat types, or their neighbouring parcels, 
should be forbidden. In other parts liquid manure should be forbidden and mainly rough manure 
should be used.
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Landscape management
Because of the meadow birds and other bird species which use the area during winter, trees and 
shrubs should be removed from places where these species gather during the different seasons 
of the year (restoration of an open polder landscape).

The edges of ditches and waterways should be made less steep having more gradual transitions 
between land and water. Also more wet meadows should be created to be used for instance by 
the Black- tailed Godwit. The management of reed vegetation has to be focused on differentiation 
in age classes. Carrying out the management measures needs to be done under supervision of 
the responsible managers.

Grassland management
Grassland management has to be focused on the different roles grasslands have for waders, 
meadow birds and the Root vole (short grasslands in winter, extensive managed wet and dry 
grasslands with high plant species diversity and proper mowing regimes).

Knowledge
The distribution and abundance of the protected fish and mammal species in the polder in different 
seasons of the year are unknown. Field research and monitoring are necessary to fill this gap in 
knowledge and to make evaluation of the effectiveness of the management measures possible. 

It is clear that the new management plan can be only successful if all managers of this Natura2000 
site (e.g. State Forestry Service, Water board, private farmers) feel committed to the objectives 
of the site and the necessary management (measures) and will cooperate. This needs not only 
deliberation and discussion on solutions for more technical management problems but also to 
build trust between all involved stakeholders which feel concerned to this polder. This illustrates 
the important role of the implementation process for the success of the Natura2000 network. 
This process in the Eilandspolder was not part of the project. However, in the Epilogue some 
recommendations for this process are presented by the authors, based on their knowledge and 
experience regarding the implementation of the Natura2000 network in Europe.


