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 MGI Community 
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       Are you already   

                 familiar with MGI on  

                 Facebook?!  
 
The MGI Facebook group keeps you up to date with current 

activities, is used to post some interesting geo stuff and can be a 

place to ask questions. But most important, stay in contact with 

each other!  Are you not yet part of this student network? Go to 

Facebook and search for the MGI group and 

participate or   > Click here <  

Out with the old, in with new! Time for fresh ideas 

and new beginnings! 

I am sure for many of you a new chapter has begun.  

 

Is it that you just started the Master's programme, 

maybe entirely new to Wageningen, or that you have 

started writing your thesis,  

 

still wondering about where to start and where to 

end. I have loved the past two years, especially as 

part of the Activity Committee. 

 

But I will start a new chapter, too. The newsletter is 

already in the hands of Andrei and Roeland bringing 

in new ideas and perspectives. 

 

I have loved doing this very much and hope that 

people will continue to write and read the newsletter. 

Thanks to everyone! 

 

Kristin 

Starter module  for 1st year MGI students: 

A definite SUCCESS !!! 
 

This year a new module for 1st year MGI students was 

introduced. The course introduces first year MGI 

students to their fellow students and staff members in 

the MGI community and the set-up of the MGI 

programme. 

 

With two sessions down and one to go the evenings 

can already be considered a roaring success. We 

asked a few 1st years what they thought and. all were 

happy to get the chance to meet their fellow students 

and learn a little extra about their field of study from a 

new perspectives. Also as students will they  were more 

than happy to get free dinner and a drink. 

 

Photos from the module can be found here (link) 

 

Or the link is: http://www.geo-

informatie.nl/pictures/MGI_starter_module/album/in

dex.html# 

Capita Selecta Course ‘Remote Sensing with 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles’ (GRS-50401) 
 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) are increasingly used in a broad 

range of applications either by professionals but also by hobby users. 

Also environmental scientists see this flexible platform as to a tool to 

scale local scale experiments to the field or landscape level. Taking an 

image with a camera on a UAV is quickly done but processing data to 

useful spatial information requires extended knowledge from the field of 

remote sensing.  
 

The course will be given in period 2, 4 Fridays (whole day):  13, 20, 

27 November 2015 – 4 December 2015. 

•If you would to participate in the course, send an email to 

Lammert Kooistra for registration (lammert.kooistra@wur.nl) 

• 

Indicate your prior knowledge on remote sensing (which courses) 

and write a short motivation why you would like to participate in 

the course. 

•We have a maximum capacity of 15 students in the course and 

selection will be based on rank of registration. 

MGI students visit the ESRI GIS Conference 2015: The Map in Your 

Hands  
 

“it feels like a birthday today” 

 

Is how CEO Mark Harbold opened the 2015 Esri conference introducing this years 

theme. How ESRI helps to make spatial information more accessible to the general 

public. A message reinforced by guest speakers. These ranged from the Cadastre 

(providing 200 years of topographic maps into our hands), 3D geo-information professor 

Jantien Stoter (giving an impression of challenges and possibilities of 3D mapping for 

geo-analysis) and a speaker from the Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment (cities 

as places for innovation, no map at all). Other presentations ranged from the fields of 

engineering and infrastructure to insurance and gaming. Gaming being considered a 

method to involve children in the development of spatial plans in the future. An important 

theme was 3D and that this year might be the big breakthrough ... a theme mentioned 

for several subsequent years. The added value of 3D mapping for the majority of GIS-

operations and -users has yet to be proven, but interest is increasing as the amount of 

places with overlapping land use increase, such as parking places below parks. 

 

Between these presentations ESRI proudly presented the wide range of possibilities of 

the latest supporting software and their praiseworthy working approach (e.g. 

organization of meetings called “innovation sprints”).  

 

To reflect this the fact that the brainpower within ESRI is way faster than their current 

software was shown during live demonstrations, where the fancy ESRI software often 

crashed, leading to hilarious moments among cynical ArcGIS-users (90% of us). 

Furthermore during the networking activities (breaks) the hands of several clumsy stand 

holders could not find the right buttons in ESRI’s products. Therefore I would propose 

the following theme for next year: “Open kaart spelen” (roughly translated; be honest 

about the possibilities of GIS-products). 

 

These breaks also offered students an opportunity to get in touch with companies (some 

of which you have never heard of) to discuss the things they do with (Arc)GIS. Some of 

those companies were very eager to get in touch with us, young new talent. Other 

companies might have interesting internship possibilities, although it is sometimes 

appreciated to bring in your own ideas. Otherwise you can always contact our very own 

John Stuiver, who has been working with ESRI products long before some of us were 

born. The first day of the conference, even John Stuiver has been spotted, networking 

and as always busy as a bee. 

 

Next year there is again an opportunity to visit this event but, unfortunately for some of 

us, it is entirely in Dutch.    

     Jan & Michiel 2nd Year MGI Students 

 

Get things for free with WURPP 

 
With WURPP app you can earn points by doing assignments, 

which you later can spend on a Wageningen T-shirt, a nice 

sweater, the Wageningen student cookbook or even a bike. 

 

When you make an account you immediately get assignments. 

There are a lot of different types of assignments. For some you 

have to send in a picture of yourself doing fieldwork, and 

sometimes you just have to answer questions. 

 

One other option within the app is to form a group together with 

friends and do assignments together. Groups will collect their 

own points, and can spend them on different rewards than 

individuals (for example a bbq, a dartboard or a picnic table).   

 

And because we, as MGI students, are all friends, there’s a 

group to do assignments together! So, pick up your phone 

and join the MGI group! 

 

Group name:  MGI   Password:  1234  Download the app 

here 

 

GRONDBOREN!! ITS STILL ON!! 

 

You can still register  a team of 4-7 people at the epic soil drilling challenge.It is 

organised by Pyrus and is in it‘s 17th year. 

 

Your team will compete against others in drilling the hardest loamy soil in 

Wageningen in many rounds, while consuming loads of alcohol, until a winner is 

found. It is very Wageningen indeed. 

 
With the entry fee of 6€ a evening bbq is included.  

 

If there is interest we will make an MGI team this year: contact roeland.dekoning@wur.nl 

 

 

MGI graduates September  
 

In September 2015 10 MGI students graduated. 5 students were present at the 

graduation ceremony on Monday September 21. Professor Arnold Bregt handed out 

the diploma’s. Congratulations to: 

 

Fahima Amin   Joël Davidse   Mauro Garcia Esteban  

Siti Hamin Latifah  Tim Heerema   Marthalina Indhawati  

Karin Kuipers   Annemieke Mulder  Jan Neumann   

Sukmo Pinuji  

GeoBuzz 2015 It Is BACK !! 
 

 There will be some geo-buzzing the 24th and 25th of November 2015 in congress 

centre 1931 in ‘s Hertogenbosch. The first GeoBuzz happened last year and 

attracted 2100 visitors. The focus point will be the exhibition. Besides an education 

square and geo-meeting square, there will be a AGRI-, ENERGY- and BIM-square. 

There will be a lot of presentations and workshops about hot topics in the field. All in 

all a good opportunity to explore your career options. And maybe find a nice 

company for your internship. Students can visit at a reduced rate, which is €10. You 

can sign up here http://geobuzz.nl/deelname/3197-2/  
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