
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REACHING A SHARED VISION FOR DUTCH AGRICULTURE IN THE QUEST OF SDG2 
 

 

 
SDG CONFERENCE  
TOWARDS ZERO HUNGER:  
PARTNERSHIPS FOR IMPACT 
 

MORE ABOUT FOOD SYSTEM TRANFORMATION PATHWAY - PARALLEL SESSION: 

1 

Transformative Pathways: Methodological Outline 
 
The last theme of the SDG conference, Transformative Pathways, builds on three themes that are 
dealt with earlier in the conference: 1) enriching the evidence base for healthy, sustainable and 
inclusive food systems; 2) acknowledging trade-offs and synergies within and among SDGs; and 3) 
multi-level and multi-stakeholder governance to achieve the SDGs (see also 
https://www.wur.nl/en/Research-Results/Sustainable-development-goals/SDG-Conference-
Towards-Zero-Hunger/Programme.htm).  
 
The Transformative Pathways theme aims to synergize elements from the other sessions to identify 
what food system transformations are needed/possible, and what is needed to implement them. So 
the audience is challenged to look at specific cases from the three formerly addressed perspectives, 
keeping in mind the entire food system, and to think along which partnerships and/or activities 
would be useful/needed to overcome bottleneck and to progress towards the goal: Towards Zero 
Hunger. 
 
The sessions in the Transformative Pathway sessions deals with specific cases. It is the intention to 
transcend the specific case by integrating information, discussions and results from earlier sessions. 
The input from the other sessions will come from reports and summaries that will be drafted during 
the conference by the note-takers and the organizing committee. More importantly, however, the 
information will come from the audience that attended sessions in other themes. So interactivity is 
paramount. 
 
We hope for cases or approaches that has identified a major persistent bottleneck to achieve the 
larger goal SDG2. So bottlenecks rather than success stories are relevant. Often such a bottleneck 
lies outside immediate reach or domain of the case owner but his business is affected by it. This 
setup is chosen to also benefit the case owner that can share and explore with the audience how to 
overcome major obstacles and/or to get closer to contributing to achieving SDG2. The session 
therefore not only serves to identify new practices but also to identify potential (new) partnerships. 
 
What we ask from the case-owner is to organize the session such that the above frame is met in 90 
minutes. It means that a balance is needed in informing, discussing and summarizing.  
 
We anticipate that a session would start with one or more very short introductions to clarify the case 
and the bottle-necks, followed by an interactive phase. That could be a plenary discussion with the 
audience, break-out groups, a panel or any other instrument that the owner feels fit. The organizing 
committee is happy to think along and suggest options.  
 
The last part of the sessions should be reserved for conclusions/ statements/ recommendations. 
These statements will fuel the next part of the conference: a reflection on the three themes 
(Evidence, Benefits & Trade-offs and Governance) by the scientific committee. To make their life 
easy, Transformative Pathways recommendations following these themes would be highly 
appreciated.  
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Transformative Pathways: Operational Outline 
 
We need a clear picture of the content and lay-out of each session to facilitate the organizing 
committee, but foremost to inform the audience and to tease them to attend the session. Therefore 
we ask the case-owners to draft a two-pager that will be published on the internet in the conference 
program. 
 
The 2-pager could look like: 
 

• Title: 
 

• Case-owner(s): 
• Speakers, panel members etc  (if applicable): 

 
• Short description of the case: 
• Identified key bottle-neck(s)/ challenges: 

 
• Program and format: 

o Introduction(s) 
o Interactive element(s) 
o Conclusions and wrap-up. 

 
The organization can provide logistic support at need, and will provide a note-taker. At request, the 
organization can provide a moderator to moderate the sessions. Please contact the organizers for 
questions or further information. 
 
Maja Slingerland (Maja.Slingerland@wur.nl)  
Huub Löffler (Huub.loffler@wur.nl) 
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