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I have recently finished my internship at LUC as part of my master’s degree in Landscape 
Architecture and Planning. LUC stands for Land Use Consultants – it is a planning, impact 
assessment, landscape design and ecology consultancy with expertise across a broad cross-
section of environmental disciplines. As such, it has a unique position in the market. LUC’s key 
sectors include development planning, strategic planning, EIA, landscape architecture, urban 
design, ecology, GIS and visualisation, landscape assessment and landscape management. I was 
delighted to accept the offer letter for the position of Planning Intern at the Edinburgh office. For 
me, a position at LUC seemed to tick all the right boxes as I strongly felt that it would allow me to 
align my passion for sustainable development with my academic background in urban planning. 
Fortunately, it turned out to be the rewarding experience I hoped it was going to be. 
 
 
As my first ‘proper’ job out of university I had no idea what the reality of a job in spatial planning 
would entail. Looking back, most of my experience relates to writing consultancy reports, including 
scoping studies and extensive policy analysis. The workload is diverse, which is one of the most 
rewarding aspects of my internship. As part of my role, I have a co-written various reports, 
including a research issues paper that identifies key research priorities for climate adaptation in 
Scotland. I am responsible for carrying out desk-based reviews of relevant policies, analysing data 
and conducting interviews with relevant planning officers. The interviews often involve complex 
issues such as climate adaptation and noise impacts from renewable technologies, which has 
definitely challenged me to broaden my academic horizon and get to grips with unfamiliar subjects 
in a very short period of time. The diverse working environment at LUC helps me practice the 
dynamic world of spatial planning, while being constantly exposed to new ways of thinking and 
working. 
 
 



As well as the rewarding work we do for a wide range of clients, it is the friendly and supportive 
working environment that makes me proud to work for LUC. Setting foot in the office on my first 
day was quite daunting, but I was instantly put at easy by LUC’s friendly office atmosphere and 
values in line with my own. We regularly go out for 
a cheeky office lunch, which is a good opportunity 
to have a chat and to take our minds off work. This 
year was a particularly good year for celebrations 
as 2016 marked LUC’s 50th anniversary. As I 
started my internship in October, I had already 
missed out on most of the fun, but I was very lucky 
to be in Edinburgh during the holidays. For LUC’s 
50th Christmas, the LUC Christmas Committee 
pulled out all the stops and took us back to the 
fabulous 80s for the annual Christmas party in 
Glasgow. It was a pretty good week as we also 
went out a Christmas lunch with the Edinburgh 
team the week after – the food was absolutely 
delicious and I had a great time. Thanks to these 
events, I learnt that LUC is full of enthusiastic and 
hard-working people who strive to produce the best 
possible outcomes for their clients – whilst 
supporting each other in the process.             
 
A few weeks ago, I finished my internship at LUC. 
Time has flown by, and I feel that I have been with 
LUC for a lot longer than I have. This is testament 
to the open and friendly working atmosphere. It has 
been a fantastic experience that has allowed me to 
be part of a great team, whilst exploring the 
dynamic world of environmental planning. 

LUC Christmas lunch, including some snapshots of the food. 
Credit goes to Giannis Bougias (my colleague) 
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