
Capita Selecta: Student Safari Southern Africa (South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe) 
 
Learning goals and extensive day program  
 
Contents and learning goals 
This Capita Selecta Course ‘Student Safari Southern Africa’ provides field experience with 
conservation issues, ecology, wildlife and plants in southern Africa, while focusing on the importance 
of wildlife conservation and understanding actual conflicts concerning protection of wildlife species 
and their habitats.  
 
The course will provide a deeper understanding of the structure and functioning of animal 
communities, population control, translocations, wildlife diseases and animal behaviour. From 
experts in the field, students will learn about (i) wildlife conservation, (ii) conducting ecological 
research, and (iii) the management of national parks during visits of protected areas, research 
institutes and other field excursions.  
 
To facilitate an understanding of conservation in southern Africa, students will prepare presentations 
that will be giving on site. These presentation will mainly focus on biodiversity, conservation, human-
wildlife conflicts and ecology in selected areas and habitats.  
 
Students will thus gain and share knowledge about wildlife, habitats, flora and the applicability of all 
of these to ecological studies. The course will provide a unique opportunity for students to learn new 
skills - such as GPS sightings/monitoring rare species/body condition scores - and concepts. Each 
group will also submit a final report.  
 
This course enables students to orient themselves on a potential internship, thesis or research 
project and will trigger them to evaluate their ambitions and further steps in their academic and 
professional career. Upon successful completion of the course, students receive a certificate in 
testimony of their overall participation and motivation. 
 
Qualification of student tour guides  
The guides that accompany the students during the complete trip have nearly 20 years of experience 
with overland travels in southern Africa. They have a varied general knowledge on the nature, culture 
and the geological background and history of all locations. The guides also stimulate students in 
reflecting on their career aspirations, and share their own life experiences and flexibility when 
working in developing countries. Qualified and certified local guides and game rangers are made 
available at all specific sites. They offer essential knowledge of the area and wildlife present. 
 
Learning outcomes:  
After successful completion of this course students are expected to be able to:  
- critically discuss and evaluate the conservation and management of wildlife and problems in wildlife 
management; 
- understand species distribution and adaptation to specific climate circumstances and resource 
availability; 
- understand the major physiological and behavioural adaptations of animals in different habitats and 
ecological systems; 
- describe different strategies aimed at prioritizing areas for conservation and effective management; 
- discuss human-wildlife issues on an academic level; 
- set up a small experiment and analyse and discuss collected data;  
- explain some of the techniques relevant for the management of wildlife populations;  
- present the results in an understandable way for fellow students, managers and policy makers.  
 



Activities:  
The course consists of one week preparation and three weeks in the field in which students from 
different disciplines will be exposed to a large diversity of conservation sites with a large diversity of 
animals, in an agricultural matrix.  
 
- preparing for field trip and oral presentation;  
- Presentation of results in an oral presentation (field practical); 
- Plenary discussions;  
- Writing a final report based on the acquired knowledge.  
All activities are mandatory.  
 
Examination:  
- Oral presentation  
- Final group report  
- Overall motivation and participation 


