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2016 AgLaw COLLOQUIUM 

 AGRI-FOOD AND ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY AGENDA  

IN REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS:  
Legal Implications and Trends 

October 20 and 21, 2016 - Pisa, Italy 

Call for Papers  

The Inst itute of Law, Pol it ics and Development  is pleased to announce the 2016 AgLaw 

Colloquium which will be held on Thursday 20 and Friday 21 October, 2016. 

The AgLaw Colloquium is intended to be an opportunity for early-career researchers (Ph.D. 

candidates and post-docs) to present and discuss their results and methodological approaches 

in a supportive environment. It is inspired by the wish to share on-going analysis, questions and 

exploration fields in agricultural law from a global perspective.  

Based on the feedback received from the 2015 edition, the AgLaw Colloquium represents a key 

opportunity to bring scholars together from all over the world and to build a network of young 

researchers interested in the legal aspects of the agriculture, food and the environment. 

2016 THEME 

Regional trade agreements (RTAs) have been regarded as an important alternative to 

multilateralism in the last decade. More recently the scale and scope of most of these agreements 

have been eclipsed by the level of ambition of a number of new ‘mega-regional’ negotiations (e.g.  
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TTIP, TPP, RCEP, CFTA), which have the potential to significantly reshape the global trade 

landscape. These so-called mega-RTAs are deep integration partnerships between countries or 

regions with a major share of world trade and foreign direct investments. In this integration the 

emphasis is on the quest for regulatory compatibility. Indeed, several regional agreements have 

moved beyond border measures to include deeper forms of rules and institutions. 

Agriculture is one of the main areas in which parties to these talks are seeking to achieve mutual 

concessions. The 2016 AgLaw Colloquium is aimed at  invest igating  the mult iple 

effects of  the current  developments in the international trade system on the agri -

food sector . Important legal implications may arise from the introduction of additional 

frameworks in the rules that countries follow to ensure food safety, animal and plant health, and 

environmental protection. They may have broader systemic consequences if the new regulatory 

frameworks come to be seen as establishing standards and norms which become benchmarks 

for subsequent negotiations, including those in the multilateral trading system.  

We welcome papers dealing with legal issues on agricultural and environmental aspects of RTAs 

and mega-RTAs; the role of agri-food and environmental issues within the new framework of 

international trade and investments, as well as the potential shape of the global regulatory system 

and the regional (such as EU) legislation; how rules and policies on agri-food trade could affect 

global food security, food safety, rural development and environmental sustainability. 

SUBMISSION PROCEDURE 

Those interested should send the submission form to colloquium@sssup.it no later  than May 

16, 2016. Upon acceptance, the author must submit a draft paper (maximum 8000 words, 

footnotes included) no later  than September 25, 2016. The final paper will be eligible for 

publication in an edited book.   

A contribution of 100 euro for coffee breaks, lunches and dinner is requested from all selected 

authors. Further details regarding the schedule, events, lodging, and transportation will be posted 

on the website as soon as they are available. Participants will be responsible for their 

transportation and accommodation costs. 

For more information or questions, please contact Colloquium Organisers (Mariagrazia Alabrese, 

Andrea Saba, Lucia Polackova, Francesca Spagnuolo) at colloquium@sssup.it  or visit 

www.santannapisa.it / i t /event/2016-aglaw-col loquium 

J O I N  O U R  A G R I C U L T U R A L  L A W  

C O M M U N I T Y  O N  L I N K E D I N !  
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