
Internship at Tauw  
From September 2016 to February 2017, I did my internship at Tauw B.V, a Dutch consultancy company. I 
will shortly explain about Tauw, my research and some tasks I performed. With this story I will give insight 
in a possible working environment for students in Spatial Planning.  
 
Tauw 
Tauw is established on October 1st 1928 in Haarlem as the Technical Consultancy of the Union of Water 
Boards. Consultancy on water issues is core business at Tauw. In the years after establishment Tauw 
expanded their profession to civil engineering, construction, laboratory work. The main office is located in 
Deventer. Tauw is  a strong consulting and engineering company with measuring and design services aimed 
at planning, improving and preserving the physical surroundings, the environment and infrastructure. 
Nowadays, Tauw holds a top-3 position in Europe in the field of environmental consultancy for the industrial 
sector.  I have worked at the offices in Utrecht and Deventer and participated in research and advice 
assignments. I was part of department ‘Water and Spatial Development’. Since my assignment was about 
water, I was placed in the team ‘Watersystem’ which was part of the former department Water. However, 
considering my study background in Spatial Planning, I had more affinity with projects in Spatial 
Development. Therefore I mainly assisted in projects about Spatial Development. 
  
Research 
The main activity of my internship was a research called: ‘Water system of the Future’. This is a concept 
that Tauw uses to nominate their way of looking to regional water systems. The coming years, water boards 
are facing the task of large maintenance and replacements in their water infrastructure. Many dams, sluices 
and pumping stations are developed in the years after the second world war and need to be maintained or 
replaced in the coming years. However, considering a changing climate, higher risks and high costs of 
maintenance, it is time to think of other options in the design and organization of regional water systems. 
For example, it may turn out that it is better to not replace a specific dam since the water system to which 
the dam belongs has to become a natural system with a faster water discharge in the coming years. In my 
research I had to find measures for the water system infrastructure that are cheaper, more sustainable and 
save on the longer term. My research contributed to the operationalization of the concept ‘Water system of 
the Future’. First, I did a literature study and interviews with employees at Tauw to define the essence of 
the concept. Next, I researched if water boards are familiar with this concept and what issues they are 
facing in the design of their water infrastructure. With 10 semi-structured interviews, I discovered how 
water boards worked on the water system of the future and what measures are advisable to create a 
sustainable water system. This step delivered useful insights for Tauw since water boards are important 
contractors for Tauw. The outcomes of the research enabled Tauw to specify their advice on the issues of 
the water boards and made ‘Water system of the Future’ a workable concept instead of a theoretical idea. 
This research was very relevant from a spatial planning perspective since it was about adaptation of land 
use and water to an uncertain future.  
 
Participating in projects 
Next to my research, I performed a cultural-historical assessment. In Broek in Waterland, a small village in 
the province of North-Holland a provincial road causes noise disturbance for the village. The road will be 
tunneled as a measure to preserve the protected townscape with a high cultural-historical value. However, 
the preparation and execution of this spatial intervention may cause harm to cultural-historical valuable 
objects in the village and in the landscape. For this reason, it was necessary to research the cultural-
historical and landscape elements in the project area so these can be preserved. My background in spatial 
planning and the knowledge I gained about landscape were very useful in this task. Most important was to 
describe the objects of cultural/historical value that were protected by the law and therefore could not be 
affected by the tunneling of the road. Using a list of national and municipal monuments I selected the 
buildings that were protected and drew them on a map which I added to the report. During a visit of the 
village I walked through the zone of the village that would be redeveloped and took pictures of the cultural-
historical objects in the zone (an old bridge, a historical bus shelter etc.). I described the value of these 
objects and added them to the map of elements that should be preserved. The result of this assessment was 
a cultural historical report that the contractor (province North-Holland) could use to ensure that the 
(construction of the) tunnel did not harm the cultural historical values in Broek in Waterland.  



 
Another task during my internship was to write a spatial substantiation for the amendment of a zoning plan 
in municipality of Zeist. For the demolishment of two old farms and the development of a residential area, 
the zoning plan had to be changed from agricultural use to residential use. The area had to be assessed on 
several themes (ecology, sound, archeology, soil, water) and I described the outcomes of these researches 
in a coherent report with the goal to determine if the proposed development (building houses) is acceptable 
and does not affect the specific themes in a negative way.  

 
In the last two months of my internship I was asked to join a project team that coordinated  large scale 
nature development in the region of Twente. As a result of European policy about Natura 2000, a lot of 
agricultural land had to be transformed into nature. In this project, we mapped potential fields for nature 
development and the fertile fields that had to be preserved. Also the coordination of land consolidation was 
part of the project. I’ve learned to cooperate with several stakeholders that were involved in this projected. 
Next I learned a careful and concerned way of communication with farmers in the area that were affected by 
nature development. 
 
The overall aim of this internship was to experience the institutional, entrepreneurial, and labour reality of a 
possible working environment in the field of Landscape Architecture and Spatial Planning.  
In five months I have experienced many different projects, meetings, and work that gave me a good 
impression of this working environment. Working at Tauw is characterized by an open and familiar sphere 
between colleagues. As an intern I was also invited for the Tauw events and drinks. I visited these activities 
very often and met many new people. Next, I received good supervision and was challenged in consultancy 
assignments in the field of Water and Spatial Development. At the end of this internship Tauw offered me a 
contract I gratefully accepted.   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


