The role of landscape identity in multifunctional agriculture 
Researcher: Derk-Jan Stobbelaar
Brief description

This Postdoc project addresses the role of landscape identity in the development of multifunctional agriculture at farm and regional level. For the research a distinction is made between geographical and existential landscape identity. Geographical identity can be described by means of landscape features that characterize the identity of a region and make it distinctive from others such as natural conditions, parcelation structures, linear elements, and its occupational and cultural history. Existential identity concerns the identity that social actors derive from meanings attached to the landscape of a region. Landscape identity therefore not only involves objective, physical characteristics, but also subjective associations, memories and symbolic values that are attached to the regional landscape. 

The project aims to describe the geographical and existential landscape identity of the case study areas, with a main focus on the Noordelijke Friese Wouden region. For geographical identity this will be mainly done by a bibliographical review of literature, policy documents and sources on cultural history, in combination with the analysis of cartographical material and GIS data sources. The existential identity will be mainly studied through interviews with different stakeholder / user groups and discourse analysis. An important focus of the research will be on methodology development, with the aim to elaborate viable approaches to incorporate landscape identity considerations in the study of multifunctional agriculture at farm and regional level. This will be largely based on promising approaches developed in previous research (Hendriks and Stobbelaar 2003), in which reference images where defined to assess the contribution of individual farms to regional landscape qualities. This method, which still is limited to geographical aspects of landscape identity, for the research will be expanded to existential landscape identity. The research will also deliver input for modelling approaches, a.o. by specifying indicators for the measurement of landscape identity and by supplying objectives for the optimisation of landscape qualities within different future scenarios. 
Approach

a. Geographical identity

· What is the actual geographical identity of the Noordelijke Friese Wouden?

· How has this developed historically, and what future trends can be identified?

· What is the contribution of farms c.q. farming styles to the geographical identity of the region?

b. Existential identitity
· How can the actual existential identity of the Noordelijke Friese Wouden be characterised? 
· Is it possible to distinguish different existential identities, e.g. between farmers and other categories of rural inhabitants and land-users?
· Is it possible to distinguish ‘styles of land-use’ related to differences in existential identity?
· Is the fact that hedgerows have been relatively well preserved in the Noordelijke Friese Wouden related to the existential identity of the landscape? 
· What is the contribution of farms c.q. farming styles to the existential identity of the region?

c. Synthesis

· To what extent do geographical and existential identity of the region overlap or diverge? 
· How can the geographical and existential identity of the region be used for the definition of reference images for future landscape developments? Is it better to define different views as a basis for future scenario’s of landscape development?

· What are the implications of reference images / scenario’s for the development of landscape at farm level?
