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Brief description

The concept of “multifunctionality" expresses a more fundamental shift in conceptions of agriculture from mainly a productive activity to a broader view in which also other interests (nature & landscape, tourism, employment, residence, water management, etc.) are situated. Within this broader perspective there is a need to revaluate the (potential) contribution of different farm household strategies to a variety of (social, economic and environmental) goals at the farm and regional level. This project takes the multifunctional character of agricultural activities as its starting point and, by applying the methodology of farming styles analysis (De Bruin & Van der Ploeg 1991; Van der Ploeg 1999), aims to identify farm development models that are adequately aligned with the need for multiple provision of functions. These should be explored beyond the strict limits of 'professional' farming as perceived under the policy framework only oriented on maximising food production. The applied methodology takes the full diversity of farm household strategies at regional level as starting point, and by means of the comparative analysis of in-depth interviews and multivariate statistical techniques constructs a typology of underlying farm household strategies. In a second step, the actual and potential performance of different strategies for the provision of multiple goals is explored, by assessing specific associated bottlenecks and opportunities, and by identifying appropriate strategies to overcome and enhance these. In this step methods from previous research on novelty production and strategic niche management (Swagemakers 2002; Wiskerke and Van der Ploeg 2004) will be applied. The field work for the research is foreseen to take place in two case study areas. The research will also deliver input to modelling approaches on how to adequately address relevant differences between farming styles, a.o. by specifiying management objectives and constraints that may be considered characteristic for different strategies.

Approach
a. Identification and analysis of different farm household strategies

· Farming styles analysis

· Construction of a typology of farm household strategies

b. Development of socio-economic indicators and performance assessment measures at farm and regional level

· Identification of relevant socio-economic indicators characterizing MFA

· Confrontation with policy documents on sustainable rural development and MFA

· Assessment at farm and regional levels of (1) actual socio-economic performance by comparison of different farm household strategies (2) potential socio-economic performance by: multiple-goal linear programming (farm), ‘economies of scope’ approach and transaction cost analysis (region).

c. Development and design of methods and strategies to enhance MFA.
